Our Local Offer –March 2018
Overview of Simon Marks Jewish Primary School
Simon Marks is a Jewish primary school with a roll capacity of 235 pupils.
We believe that every child can make progress and achieve. We ensure that
teaching and learning opportunities meet the needs of all of the pupils.
We ensure that appropriate provision is made for pupils who belong to
vulnerable groups; this includes pupils with all levels of Special needs and our
pupils with English as an additional language whilst ensuring that the needs
of socially disadvantaged pupils are adequately assessed and addressed.
‘How does the school know if my child needs extra help?’
Simon Marks has rigorous systems in place for identifying pupils who may
have additional needs. Our class teachers and support staff are trained to
identify specific needs. We believe that early intervention is always in the
best interest of the child. We hold termly class context review meetings
where we look at each pupil’s progress and progress of groups of children.
There are times when additional children or groups are identified as
underperforming, strategies are discussed and put in place and this/these
pupils are monitored regularly.
If a child has indicators of a specific need then the school will seek advice
from relevant professionals, e.g. Educational Psychologist, Speech Therapist
and all other specialist provision available both within the local authority and
beyond the local authority.
All pupils are discussed at length every term in our class context meetings
and decisions are made about next steps for pupils if concerns are raised
about any aspect of a pupil’s development.

‘Who do I contact if I have questions or concerns about my child?’
Your child’s class teacher should always be your first point of contact, your
child’s teacher should be able to answer most of your questions, however if
there are things they are unable to answer then they will talk to relevant
members of staff and get back to you.
If you need to talk to a member of staff about a more specific special need
and support on offer for your child then Ms Metin (Headteacher) or Mr Das
Gupta (deputy Headteacher and Inclusion lead) are available to talk through
any issues or concerns you may have.

‘How will I know how you are supporting my child? How will I be involved in
discussions about my child’s education?’
All pupils who attend Simon Marks will work with their class teacher and
often a teaching assistant on a daily basis. Additional adults will be placed in
classes and provide additional support for pupils who need additional
support.
Simon Marks holds termly parents meetings for all pupils, this is an
opportunity for you to meet your child’s class teacher and discuss their
progress.
If your child has an identified need and needs additional support Mr Das
Gupta will be available to talk you through provisions in place. Pupils
identified with long or short term needs will have personalised learning goals
set and these will be shared with you. Learning goals are reviewed regularly.
For children with Education Health Care Plans there will also be annual
reviews of the plan which you will be invited to.
Your child is at the centre of all that we do, so where possible your child will
also be made aware of their targets and learning goals, they will also have
time to talk about their progress and where they feel they will need extra
help.

‘What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the
school?’
Simon Marks has access to and can buy into all the provision on offer by the
Local Authority, these include the Educational Psychology Service, Specialist
Teacher provision (e.g. Autism, vision, hearing and other disabilities), Speech
and Language Therapy Service, School Nurse Service, Dental Service, Hackney
Ark (medical advice and assessments) and Child And Adult Mental Health
Services to name but a few.
The school has Norwood therapeutic services on site, which means we have
access to counselling. There are times when children can have individual
mentors and group support where and when it is needed.
Our Learning Mentor Ms. Osborne facilitates booster classes during the week
and offers in class and playground support where needs have been
identified.

‘If my child has medical needs how will they be supported?’
The school has a school nurse who is available for support and advice.
We would initially meet with you and gather as much information as
possible; we would liaise with medical professionals who are working with
your child in order to follow direction and advice. If staff members require
additional training in order to support your child, where possible, we would
try to accommodate this request e.g. epipen training, diabetes training etc…
However Simon Marks is a school and not a medical organisation so our level
of medical support is limited.
Simon Marks does have an ‘administration of medicines’ policy and we are
able to administer certain prescribed medicines only.

‘Have any staff received specialist training for children with needs? How are
school staff supported who work with children who have additional needs?
Simon Marks offers a training program for all staff members, children who
have mild/moderate learning difficulties are very well supported in class by
teachers and teaching assistants. If we have children who have other

difficulties and/or disabilities then we always look for additional training
opportunities for the staff members working with the child/group of
children.
We currently have a number of support staff who have been trained to
support and deliver specific speech and language group activities, or learning
mentor is trained to deliver social skills groups.

‘How are the schools resources allocated? How is the decision made about
how much support my child will receive? How will I be involved in this
decision?’
At Simon Marks there is a commitment to monitor every child’s progress and
direct resources according to the level of support individual and groups of
children. If your child has an Education Health Care Plan, you will be invited
in to discuss provision and see for yourself what the school has on offer for
your child. The provision for your child will be based on the
recommendations outlined in the plan. The school will use the pool of
specialists within the local authority. The school will also consider provisions
beyond the local authority and take feasibility into consideration. Your input
and support is valuable to us and you will be consulted throughout the plan
being implemented.
‘How is the school accessible for children with needs?’
Simon Marks has a sloped entrance for wheelchair access into the main
building and reception area. Wheelchair access is also available into key
stage one classrooms via the school playground. However Simon Marks
currently does not have a lift and access to the 1st floor is not possible for
wheelchair users.
There is a disabled person’s toilet available on the ground floor.
Our Early years building is fully accessible for wheelchairs and prams.

‘How will my child be included in activities at school, after school clubs and
on school trips?’
Where possible Simon Marks will make every attempt to ensure that every
child has access to everything that is on offer. However there are times when
certain events and activities may not be suited to individual pupils. The
school will always carry out a risk assessment of an activity or a class trip
which is in addition to everyday classroom activities. Based on the outcome
of the risk assessment and the best interests of your child a decision will be
made- this will be with parent consultation and will result in a number of
options available.
If an additional adult is required, then the school will provide this, in certain
instances it may be that we require parental support on trips. If a child’s
behaviour or need is a cause for concern and safety is an issue, it may be
decided that it is not in your child’s interest to attend a trip or workshop, the
school has to take into consideration the education and the safety of all the
other pupils and staff as we have a duty of care to everyone not just pupils
with identified needs.
The same risk assessment will apply to afterschool provision and other
extended day activities.
Where it is safe and possible the school will do it’s best to accommodate and
support parents.

‘How will the school prepare my child when joining the school or when
transferring to a new school?’
Simon Marks has many robust transition systems in place.
If your child is joining us from another nursery and coming into reception, the
minimum transition will include a telephone conversation with the previous
nursery to gather information about how your child is doing, there will
always be induction meetings and opportunities for you to visit the school
with your child prior to starting school. In some instances the class teacher
and a member of the seior leadership team will visit your child in their early
years setting and invite members of the early years setting to come over and
visit the school with your child. We believe in making transitions run as
smoothly as possible and understand that change can be challenging for

some children. Staff are always available to talk to you about any concerns or
issues you may have.
If your child is moving onto Secondary school, Simon Marks works very
closely with the local authority and we will start giving you secondary
transfer information from when your child approaches the end of year 5.
Once places have been allocated we provide information for the local
authority which in turn shares this information with secondary schools.
Pupils will have transition days in the summer term along with visits from
secondary school staff to support transition.
Simon Marks works with ‘Streetwise’, who are an organisation which provide
transition workshops for yr 6 pupils in preparation for their move into
secondary school. These workshops take place in the summer term.

‘My child needs help with transport to school. How can you help?’
Although Simon Marks is unable to offer support with transport, we are able
to direct you to the Local Authority Inclusion team and/or children’s social
care who may be able to assist you.

‘How will you help me to support my child’s learning? What support and
training is available to parents and carers?’
At Simon Marks we offer parental training and support packages, we invite
parents in throughout the year to various coffee mornings and workshops.
We offer weekly ‘Parent sewing’ classes where outside professionals come in
and work with groups of parents.
All our senior leaders actively seek workshops and training offered locally
and advertise these on our noticeboards, if we feel a parent may need help in
any way we look at what is available and encourage participation. We want
and encourage you to be empowered and confident.
We are able to make referrals to local services who are able to help families
through difficult times and circumstances.

‘Where can further information on services available be found?’
Simon Marks will always make every effort to direct you the other
organisations and services available to you. If we get new information we
will always display this on our parent notice boards, we will text you and
send you leaflets with information.
We believe that the best provision for our children will come with quality
provision and a fantastic working relationship with parents.
Hackney Learning Trusts website has its own Local Offer, this will guide you
to a long list of services and support mechanisms on offer in Hackney.

