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November 2023
Dear Parents and Carers

We know that this letter arrives at a time of great anxiety, grief and loss, feit
by so many in the Simon Marks community and in Jewish communities across
the world, both those with direct ties to Israel and those without. The horrors
of 7 October, and much that has happened since, have shaken us all.

We also know that you, as parents and carers, need and want Simon Marks to
remain as strong for our children as it can be. And that’s why we’re writing to
you today.

Simon Marks is committed to providing the very best education for all of its
pupils. As a Jewish school, it aims to provides something rare: a spiritual,
moral, social and cultural education.

You probably already know that Simon Marks Jewish Primary School is a
voluntary aided school. This means that state funding only goes so far, and
that the school relies heavily on donations for funding those extra elements
that make the school so special. This includes both the formal Hebrew and
Jewish Studies lessons and the range of informal activities which, together,
underpin and enhance the unique community environment of the school.

Donations to the school also help to fund the 10% gap in capital costs that the
school incurs for necessities such as upgrading the school’s IT systems or
improvements to the building.

This year the shortfall in the school’s budget is around £90,000. We rely on
most parents being able to help cover this cost, a cost that the state does not
meet. Your regular donations has the power to make a huge difference to all
of our children.

We understand that times now are especially tough and money is short. Not
all parents will be able to afford the recommended amount, so we thought
that some might find it helpful to have a guide, suggesting a reduced amount
dependent on household income.

If your household income is less than £40,000, we hope you might make
eight monthly donations of £69. If your household income is less than
£20,000, we hope that you could afford eight monthly donations of £27.

The enclosed forms provide details of the voluntary contribution scheme for
this academic year. We look forward to receiving your completed forms
by Friday 1 December. If we don't hear from you, we hope you don’t mind
us being in touch to answer any further questions you may have.
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Our voluntary contributions administrator, Mrs Sue Zion is available to discuss Lord Marks of Broughton

any questions regarding your contributions. If you would like to contact her, Barbara Sharron
please phone the School Office, alternatively you can contact her on her email Jonathan Symons
at: szion@simonmarks.hackney.sch.uk. Please be assured that all

conversations will be in the strictest confidence.
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